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ZIONEWS 
 OCTOBER 2019 

Zion Lutheran Church 
1906 - 2019 

 An active congregation of the Montana Synod of the ELCA  

The time of transition is over! The time of new beginnings is here! And while the ‘good-bye’s’ of the 
time of transition are difficult and may even be filled with grief, the excitement of the new            
beginnings gives us hope and energy. That is what I am looking forward to as I get to know each of 
you and as we experience worship and ministry together. 
 
October 1 will be a big day for us! This is the first day I will begin my ministry at Zion. And while I 
know it will take us a few weeks or months to fully get to know each other, ministry will begin from 
the moment I walk through the door. Of course, this just means our ministry together – the         
ministry of Zion has been going strong for decades. I hope to be the right pastor at this time for a 
ministry that, if we work purposefully together, will continue long after my time at Zion is done. We 
all play an important part in the ministry of Zion, and part of that is to maintain ministry in such a 
way that it is ongoing, no matter who comes or goes. 
 
During my first week at Zion I will be learning the flow of activities and ministry, getting to know 
any members that stop by and settling into my new office. Eventually, I hope to establish           
predictable office hours, but that may take a few weeks to decide. Until then, feel free to stop by to 
see if I am in the office, or call the church office to make an appointment. After all, ministry       
happens when we work together, and we can only work together when we get to know each other! 
 
Zion has so much to offer, as a place of worship and as a place out of which ministry flows. I am 
looking forward to our partnership in worship and in ministry. I have never worked with LPA’s   
before, and this is both intriguing and exciting for me. I have much to learn about how we will work 
together, but I know it will be a fulfilling partnership. I have not worked with a youth director for 
several years, so I am definitely looking forward to working with Cami and sharing her energy and 
love for youth. And to have an office administrator with as much experience in the congregation as 
Cammy Sue – that will be a gift! I hear the church choir is amazing, and I anticipate the energy this 
group adds to worship. And I think of all the other key people that I don’t even know to mention 
yet. This will be an adventure for all of us, if we put our minds on ministry and the joy of serving 
together as God’s hands in Glendive and beyond. My hope is to do ministry as a team and with lots 
of laughter. 
 
It is odd to write this as I am packing, knowing that you will read it after I have moved into the 
parsonage. Thanks to all who have worked hard to make sure that my new home is ready and     
waiting for me. I plan to make Glendive my home and to invest in the community so that I have a 
part in it as a pastor and as a resident. And I plan to love this congregation and community as I 
have loved Grace and Casper – I don’t think that will be difficult! 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Brenda 
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Zion’s Mission Statement: 

As a body of believers, created by God, 
redeemed by Christ, empowered by the Spirit, 

we are called to bear witness 
to God’s love. 

 
Church staff: 

Pastor:  Brenda Frelsi 
  

Office Administrator: Cammy Sue Oakland 
churchlady@zionglendive.com 

  
Youth & Family Ministry: Cami White 

cami@zionlutheran.us 
 
 

Prayer Chain Contacts: 
 

Church Office - 377-3369 
Avis - 377-2617  
Cammy Sue - 377-3491 

 

 

ZIONEWS is published monthly by:  

Zion Lutheran Church  
401 Riverview Avenue  
Glendive MT 59330 
website: www.zionlutheran.us  

 

Submit your news to:  

 Email: cami@zionlutheran.us 
  Phone:  406-377-3369 
  Toll free:  1-866-607-5131 
   
2019 Zion Council Members: 

Bill Miller, President 

Kevin Miller, Vice President 

Janna McCormick, Treasurer 

Marie Meland, Secretary 

Gail Ring  Leah Juneau 

Tyler Gabbert  Danielle Wold 

Paul Shearer  Larry Heimbuch 

Kyle Voss  Izabell Siegle 

Vern Deaton   

 

 

 

Luther’s Lodge 
2902 Glenwood Lane 

Billings, MT 59102 
 

A Home Away from Home: Lodging for patients and 
family members facing medical issues 

Mission: Luther’s Lodge serves medical patients and 
their families with an affordable and relaxing home 
during their hospital stay and clinic treatments.  The 
house offers physical and emotional respite during 
stressful times. 

Website: lutherslodgebillings.com 
Facebook: Luther’s Lodge 

Basic house needs and Donations: 

 Paper towels and toilet paper 

 Cleaning supplies, disinfectant wipes, hand soap 

 HE Washing Machine detergent and dishwasher      
detergent 

 New, unused simple blankets, no quilts please. 

Luther’s Lodge operates primarily on the donations of 
individuals and local churches.  Room rentals covers 
only a small portion of the operating income. We are a 
501 (c) (3) non-pro it.  Your tax deductible donations 
can be mailed directly to the Luther’s Lodge address.  
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Stewardship Corner  
Ma hew 6:19-21 focuses on the 
idea that where our treasure is, 
there will our hearts be also. What 
we do with our wealth and our 

me affects us spiritually. Giving of 
our wealth is not some task that we perform in an a empt to 
“manipulate” God, but the spiritual benefits of giving are real 
when we remember the basics. Those basics will draw us into 
a closer rela onship with Christ. They are prayer, Bible    
reading, and a ending church. Sacrifice could be considered 
a basic, also. Giving up something you value for God’s work 
can be spiritually transforming. We are careful that sacrifice 
doesn’t become “renuncia on for its own sake”, causing us 
to become proud or overly pleased with ourselves (like the 
Pharisees). However, we know that spiritual blessings abound 
for those who give, because they desire a closer rela onship 
with Jesus Christ. 
Some may say that giving “feels good”, but we may not     
always feel like giving of our me, talents or finances. Good 
stewardship means giving when you may not feel like it. In his 
book Giving to God, Mark Allan Powell says, “Give where you 
want your heart to be, and let your heart catch up. Don’t just 
give to things you care about. Give to things you want to care 
about.” The principle is to act like the person you want to be 
and your heart will follow. 
Peter 4:10 “Like good stewards of the manifold grace of 
God, serve one another with whatever gi  each of you has 
received.” 

 

September Sta s cs    A ’d       Com             Offering 
Aug 29 Thurs  13 13 85.00** 
Sept 1 Sun  82 64 4,331.00 
Sept 5 Thurs  9 9 280.00** 
Sept 8 Sun   117 109 3,737.00 
Sept 12 Thurs  9 9 145.00** 
Sept 15 Sun  108 103 2,311.00 
Sept 19 Thurs  11 11 195.00** 
Sept 22 Sun  104 98 3,535.00 
Sept 26 Thurs  30 23 265.00** 
Sept 29 Sun  78 74 1,644.00 
(**This service offering included in Sunday Total amount) 

Pastoral Acts for September 
Funerals -  0  
Bap sms -  2 Kolten Brooks Olson 9/26/19 
 Kadence Grace Mort 9/26/19 
Weddings  -  0 
Member Transfer - 0 
Private Communions - 7 
Communions -  10 
(includes - Grandview, GMC Nursing Home) 

Loaves and Fishes Fund  
The partnership of Salvation Army and 
Loaves and Fishes is working very well!  

Loaves and Fishes is used for emergency and 
immediate needs for our walk-in clients.  
Donations and Memorials to Loaves and 
Fishes can be given in the church office. 

 

Installation Service for 
Pastor Brenda Frelsi 

 Zion Lutheran Church 
Glendive MT 

 
Sunday, October 20, 2019 

Worship service with Holy Communion at 3 p.m. 
Special guest Assistant to the Bishop of the     

Montana Synod, Rev. Jason Asselstine 
 

Potluck dinner to follow in the church dining room. 
Everyone is encouraged to attend and bring  

something to share. Bring your children.  It is an 
important day for our congregation. 

 
Let us come together as the whole people of God 
in community to rejoice and give thanks for this 

day in our history as a congregation. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Many thanks to all those who prepared the new 

parsonage for Pastor Brenda’s arrival. 
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ZION CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES 

September 11, 2019  
Call to Order: Council President, Bill Miller 
Devo ons: Leah Juneau offered devo ons related to the 9-11 terror a ack, and asked that we meditate on it. Leah read a meaningful    
prayer to close devo ons. 
Minutes of Last Mee ng: Marie Meland submi ed minutes for approval. Vern D moved to approve the minutes, and Paul S seconded. The 
minutes were approved. 
Treasurer’s Report: Janna McCormick submi ed the printed Profits and Loss sheet for approval. She noted we are currently $570.28 in the 
nega ve. Key Janitorial has been paid through a parsonage bequest from Langdon and Pat Bell’s estate, as will all costs for repairs and 
maintenance for the parsonage. 
Janna M relayed a communica on from the Synod office regarding Por co insurance for Pastor Brenda. At his departure, Pastor Will         
recommended Zion look for a be er and more reasonably priced insurance package for the next pastor. Research has been done, and Pastor 
Brenda agreed to looking into different coverage, saying she would also check on various companies. Pastor Jason at the Synod office in-
formed Janna using Por co is a mandate, even though it will cost us approximately #10,000.00 per year over and above what we paid for 
Pastor Will. Janna M asked the Council if there is a possibility Zion suspend our monthly the to the Synod un l the 2020 budget can be 
planned. This amount, 10% of each Sunday’s offering, was pledged during the congrega on’s yearly mee ng. The amount was chosen as 
appropriate at that me, and it amounts to approximately $9,900.00 per year. Growing costs may result in a reconsidera on of the            
percentage, Marie M moved the the be suspended for the remainder of the year: September, October, November, and December. When 
the next congrega on mee ng is held and the budget has been adjusted, a new amount can be approved and monthly payments will       
resume. Gail R seconded, and the mo on passed. Janna men oned $1,500.00 has been pledged by donors toward the purchase of an ice 
machine. Kaia Lenhart contacted Cammy Sue to pledge $1,000.00 for its purchase, another donor pledged $500.00, and ZCLW has offered to 
cover the difference between pledges and the total cost of approximately $2,000.00. Council approved ordering the machine now, so it will 
be in place in me for the Lutefisk Dinner. Vern D moved to approve the treasurer’s report, and Paul S seconded. The report was approved. 
Commi ee Reports: 
Property and Management – Bill M reported Gary Lundman is the mower of the month. The parsonage has been cleaned by Key Janitorial, 
and their bill has been paid through the Langdon and Pat Bell bequest. Steve Merrill purchased outside light fixtures for the parsonage and 
has installed them. These were purchased and donated by Steve M. Inspec on of the parsonage revealed a water heater that is well past its 
life expectancy. A new, tankless water heater has been researched, and Bill M recommends it be purchased and installed. The tankless   
method provides hot water on demand, and was es mated at $2,500.00. Kevin M moved it be purchased, Paul S seconded, and approval 
was given to order it and have it installed by Yellowstone. Costs will be again be paid from the Bell bequest. 
A work day is planned for Saturday beginning at 9 a.m. Lawn will be mowed and a couch and beds will be moved back into the house now 
that carpets have been cleaned. An ash tree in the yard will need to be removed as me allows. Vern D will be in charge of adjus ng sprin-
kler heads on the parsonage’s underground sprinkling system. 
The rain water diversion project was completed by Schwartz Construc on, and their bill in the amount of $5,070.00 was presented. The total 
charge was $5,700.00, but an in-kind dona on of $630.00 lowered the final charge. The bill in the amount of $5,070.00 has been paid as   
approved at a prior mee ng. 
Evangelism and Stewardship – No new report was available. This commi ee will meet following Pastor Brenda’s arrival. 
Social Ministry – No report will be presented un l a er Pastor Brenda’s arrival. 
Worship – Cammy Sue ordered Leah Juneau’s license and it has arrived. This commi ee will also reconvene a er Pastor Brenda’s arrival. 
Open House for the Parsonage will be held on September 22nd, from 1 p.m. un l 3 p.m. A group will assist in unloading her U-Haul on       
Monday, September 23rd. Pastor Brenda Frelsi will begin serving on the 1st of October. Her installa on will take place on Sunday, October 
20th at 3 p.m. A potluck dinner will follow worship and installa on. 
Youth and Educa on – Rally Sunday was on September 8th. September 15th will be the beginning of Confirma on for the 7th graders. The 
new Sunday School program will begin with GIFT being scheduled on two Sundays per month, and LIFT being scheduled for two Wednesday 
evenings per month. Plans for the remainder of September and all of October will include ongoing work with GIFT, LIFT, Confirma on, and 
Youth Group. Anyone interested in helping with GIFT or LIFT may contact Cami White for further informa on and a schedule of events. 
Sanctuary Refresh Commi ee – The carpet for the aisle and alter area has been ordered and Doug Baker scheduled to install it beginning on 
September 16th. Most of the other work has been completed. We appreciate the work of this commi ee. 
New Business: The Robert Stanhope family has sponsored the ligh ng of the Hungry Joe cross for a number of years. The Council           
expressed their thanks for this valuable dona on. Janet and Marie Meland will take over the monthly MDU bill for cross ligh ng. Marie 
noted that her Mom and Dad, and her en re family have loved seeing the lighted cross for many years, especially since Hungry Joe is only 
two blocks from their home. 
Unfinished Business: Janna M will con nue to research what is needed to offer direct deposit services for congrega on members. This will 
be discussed at the next mee ng. 
Adjourn: There being no further items on the agenda, the mee ng was adjourned by Bill M. 
Closing: Council prayed the Lord’s prayer and recited the Council’s mission statement. 
Next Mee ng: Wednesday, October 9, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. 
Submi ed by Marie Meland, Council Secretary  
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August 2019 Treasurer’s Report 
 Income  
  Furniture Room 25.36 
  Loaves and Fishes 100.00 
  Rent income 410.00 
  Tithes/Offerings 13,300.00 
  Youth Group     -114.00 
 Total Income $13,721.36 
 Expense 
  Benevolence (ELCA) 1,937.40 
  Call Committee 21.54 
  Evangel, Stewardship, Events 63.45 
 Insurance Expense 
  General Liability Insurance    716.84 
 Total Insurance Expense 716.84 
  MDU 648.64 
  Mileage Reimbursement 50.00  
  Ministry Expenses 359.52 
  Misc Expense 233.48 
  Mortgage (window debt) 415.00 
  Office Software 500.00 
  Office Supplies 599.68 
  Pastors Housing 450.00  
  Payroll Expenses 5,735.60 
  Repairs and Maintenance 274.29 
  Telephone/Internet Expense 69.90 
  Wage Tax 1,986.86 
  Water       343.44 
  Youth Group Expense      - 114.00 
  Total Expense $14,291.64 
Net Ordinary Income -     570.28 
Net Income   -     570.28 
8/31/19 Year to date Net Income 3,257.97 
 
8/31/19 Statement Balance $44,543.10 
8/31/19 Savings Balance $112,864.48 
8/31/19 Mortgage (Windows Balance) $29,491.84 

2019 September Memorials 
Radio broadcast in memory of our brother, Richard O. 
Meland’s September 15th birthday 
 from Marie & Janet Meland for the Loaves & 
 Fishes  Fund 

In honor of Kadence Grace Mort and Kolten Brooks    
Olson bap sms and in apprecia on of Pastor Avis  
Anderson 
 from Cole & Kayli Mort and Tate & Jillian Olson 
 for the Splash Program 

In honor of Ralph & Shirley Lenhart’s 65th Anniversary 
and for their many Lutefisk Dinners at Zion from them 
for the new ice maker 

In memory of Violet and W. M. Meland, and brothers,  
William and Richard 
 from Marie & Janet Meland for the new  
 icemaker 

In memory of Carole Dick 
 from Darlend Henke, her sister 
 from Arlene Wanner for the Chancel Guild 
 from Dianna Waddell for Loaves & Fishes 
 from Esther Shearer for Loaves & Fishes 
 from Sharon Towberman for Loaves & Fishes 
 from Sarah Circle for the Chancel Guild 

In memory of Pastor Jay Longen 
 from Georgia Norderud for Lutheran World  
 Relief 

Thanks to Sheila Kennedy & Bonita Jenkins 
 from Anonymous to Loaves & Fishes 

In honor of Eli Dawson Stortz’s 3rd birthday 
 from Bill & Rita Hanley for Loaves & Fishes 

Blessings to Pastor Avis Anderson and Pastor Brenda 
Frelsi 
 from Bill & Rita Hanley for Loaves & Fishes 

In memory of Susan Sands, Michelle Sickler’s sister 
 from Gary & Maureen Lundman for Loaves & 
 Fishes 
 from Karen Schock for Undesignated 
 from Neil & Cammy Oakland for Lutheran World 
 Relief Kits 
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October 2 
3:45 p.m. 7th grade Con irmation 

October 6 
9 a.m. Sunday School GIFT 

11:30 a.m. Variety Show Rehearsal 

October 9 
3:45 p.m. 7th grade Con irmation 

6 p.m. Mid-week LIFT 

October 13 
1:30 p.m. 5th/6th grade YG 

3 p.m. 7th/8th grade YG 
5 p.m. High School YG 

October 16 
1:45 p.m. 7th grade Con irmation 

October 20 
9 a.m. Sunday School GIFT 

1:30 - 2:30 p.m. 6th grade Bible Retreat 

October 23 
3:45 p.m. 7th grade Con irmation 

6 p.m. Mid-week LIFT 

October 25-26 
Con irmation Retreat in Medora 

Depart from church to Medora at 3:45 p.m. 
Depart from Medora to church at 1 p.m. 

October 27 
9 a.m. Variety Show Preparation 

11:15 a.m. Breakfast ‘n’ Skits 

October 30 
3:45 p.m. 7th grade Con irmation 

  
Special News and Events 

Zion Youth and Family Ministry 
Bible Sunday, October 20th 

6th graders 

It is Zion’s tradition to give a Bible as a gift to our 6th 
graders as they prepare for Confirmation.  October 20th 
is Bible Sunday, and we will be presenting each student 
with their own Lutheran Study Bible at the 10 a.m.      
service.  From 1:30 p.m. that same day, we will have a 
short retreat for 6th graders to get to know their new   
Bible better. 

3rd graders 

We are establishing a new tradition for our 3rd graders 
to receive The Message. The Message: The Bible in 
Contemporary Language was created and translated by 
Eugene H. Peterson and published in segments from 
1993 to 2002. This is a great transition from their      
Children’s Bible before they receive their Lutheran Study 
Bible.  3rd graders will also receive their Bible during the 
10 a.m. Worship on Sunday, October 20th. 

The human knot game is full of twists, turns and 
challenges, just like our faith journey, and totally 

worth it!  
 

Confirmation Retreat 
Badlands Ministries Camp 
October 25th -26th 2019 

Join us for a weekend retreat to learn how 
the Bible is a cornerstone to our lives. Grow 
in faith and discover how being a Christian 

really can make a difference in our           
communities and world.  

Depart from church to Medora at 3:45 p.m. 
Depart from Medora to church at 1 p.m. 
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Zion Lutheran  

Church Women 

 

Bible Study Circles and Groups: 

Circle of Prayer meets: Wednesdays at 10 a.m. 

Quilters meet:  meet at 9 a.m. starting Sept. 9th  

Bible Study Circles:  

Evening Bible Study: Wednesday, Oct. 2 at 7 p.m.  

Deborah: Thursday, Oct. 3 at 2 p.m. 

Hannah/Dorcas: Tuesday, Oct 8 at 10 a.m. 

Sarah: Friday, Oct 25 at 1:30 p.m. 

Notice: The ZLCW Board will meet  
on Nov. 7th at 10:00 a.m. at the church  

 

 

 
 

Remember when shopping at Reynolds Market to 
say “Shopper 7000” and a por on of your purchase 

will benefit Zion Youth Ministry. 

 

ZLCW Fall Gathering 
October 5, 2019 
Saturday 10 am 

 

Lutheran World Relief kits help people dealing 
with some of life’s most difficult situations. 
The aftermath of earthquakes and floods,     
fleeing home to escape violence and living in 
extreme poverty. 

ZLCW will be assembling kits  
Saturday, October 5 at 10 am  

in the dining room. 
A Thanksgiving service will follow.   

A light lunch will be provided.   

Please join this opportunity for fellowship and 
good food.  Looking forward to seeing you!  
 The Zion Lutheran Church Women 

6th Annual 
Variety Show 

Breakfast ‘n’ Skits 
Sunday, October 27th, following Worship 

Join us Sunday, October 27th for a special breakfast 
and variety show as we celebrate our 6th year of 
this annual event.  You will surely be entertained by 
our talented youth of the church.  Fun for all!  Free 
will donation, all proceeds benefit Zion Youth      
Programs. 

Zion Choir  

practice each    

Sunday at 9:15 am.   

 

Blankets and quilts are much 
needed items this time of year in 
the Furniture Room.   New or 
used blankets and quilts can be 
put in the donation box in the 
Narthex.  Thank you! 

 A NOTE OF THANKS FROM 
SHELLIE SIMONSON ULVEN 

Dear Zion Lutheran,   
Thank you for your kind gi  to Oak Grove Lutheran School 
and Choir.  Your generosity helps inspire our students to im-
pact God’s World. 

  Grace to you, 
  Shellie 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO: 

 

We want to celebrate with you.  Please share your joys with us. Let us know if your children or grandchildren are gradua ng, new babies, 
weddings, and other accomplishments and we will celebrate together. Please call the office by the 20th of each month (377-3369) or email  
to cami@zionlutheran.us.  


